CHRISTIAN GROWTH KEYS

KEY NO. 22 – THE IMPORTANCE OF LIVING A CONSECRATED CHRISTIAN LIFE
INTRODUCTION
Given the late hour in which we are now living in, more than ever before we need as Christians to be living a life which is totally yielded to the LORD. Jesus Himself said in relation to the times just preceding His return, “And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold, But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” (Matthew 24:12-13) As Christians we must always be ready for the return of the LORD, that we are a part of the faithful church which will be preserved from the hour of trial, which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. (Revelation 3:10) As believers we must always be ready for the time when Christians will be raptured from the earth to be with the Lord, (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) to be judged for their rewards for their life here on earth. (2 Corinthians 5:10) (1 Corinthians 3:5-15) This will occur before the great day of God’s wrath towards those who have lived in rebellion towards Him, (Revelation 6:17) because God has not appointed believers to wrath but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 5:9) How important it is that we are ready for the Lord’s return.
Those remaining on the earth will experience a time of great tribulation before the Second coming of Christ, who will restore peace back to the earth during His millennium reign. (Revelation 20:4) Prior to His return the Anti-Christ, (also referred to as the beast), will arise (Revelation 13:1-5 & 7) with his false prophet, (another beast who will perform great signs to deceive people) and he will rule over the earth. The false prophet (Revelation 13:11) will cause those on earth to worship the first beast. (Revelation 13:12) For a period of forty-two months (Revelation 13:5) the Anti-Christ will be given power to make war with the saints and to overcome them. (Revelation 13:7) During this time only true believers will not worship the Anti-Christ. In this period of time an image of the beast will also be made (Revelation 13:14) and be given power (by the False Prophet) to cause as many as do not worship it to be killed. (Revelation 13:15) During this time Christians will be beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God and for not worshiping the beast or his image (and for not receiving his mark on their foreheads or hands). (Revelation 20:4) For those people who worship the Anti-Christ and the image of the beast and take the mark of the beast (to buy and sell), (Revelation 13:16-17) (Revelation 14:9) they will end up in the lake of fire (Revelation 14:9-11) with the Devil and his angels and the Anti- Christ and False Prophet, (Revelation 20:10) who were given their power by the Devil. (Revelation 13:2 & 4) (Revelation 13:11-12) How important it is that we remain close to the Lord in these days and that we are continually filled with the Holy Spirit. (Ephesians 5:18) In this way we will remain strong in our walk with the Lord and will not be led into deception by demon spirits. (1 Timothy 4:1)
There is no safer place than being in the centre of God’s will for our life. In the book of Daniel we see the faithfulness of God to three Jews called Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego, who refused to compromise and worship other gods and a gold image, even when threatened by King Nebuchadnezzar. (Daniel Chapter 3) As believers today we can also fully trust in the faithfulness of our God because, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) In Chapter 3 of the book of Daniel, we see the faithfulness of God to these three young Jews who refused to obey the King’s request to bow down to his gods and a gold image that he had made. In this chapter we see; 
i) Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego refusing to fall down and worship the Image of gold, although threatened with death by King Nebuchadnezzar if they did not do so, (Daniel 3:12-15) (Daniel 3:18)
ii) Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego expressing to King Nebuchadnezzar the ability of their God to deliver them from the burning fiery furnace that he was going to throw them into to die (Daniel 3:17) They had faith in their God and completely trusted in Him.
iii) That King Nebuchadnezzar’s mighty men of valour died from the heat of the fire in the furnace (which had been heated up seven times more than usual) as they undertook to cast Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego into the fiery furnace Daniel 3:22-23)
iv) How the Lord was with Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego in the midst of the fire in the furnace (Daniel 3:24-25)
v) That after being called to come out of the fiery furnace by King Nebuchadnezzar, not one part of their body had been burnt and they did not even smell of fire. (Daniel 3:26-27) The Lord had absolutely protected them and had been with them during their fiery trial. 

vi) Through their unfailing commitment to God and the King seeing the form of a fourth like the Son of God in the midst of the fire who had protected these three young Jews, King Nebuchadnezzar himself beginning to praise God (Daniel 3:28-29) and

vii) King Nebuchadnezzar promoting Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego after God had delivered them. (Daniel 3:30)   
There is no safer place than being in the centre of God’s will for our life and standing up for our faith. Jesus Himself said, “Therefore, whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 10:32-33) If we commit to following the Lord’s plan for our life, He will never leave nor forsake us (Hebrews 13:5) (Matthew 28:20) and God will grant us favour in all that we do. In Proverbs 21:1 we read, “The kings heart is in the hand of the LORD, like the rivers of water; He turns it wherever He wishes.”  As we seek first His Kingdom and plan and purpose for our life, the LORD promises to meet our every single need. God has a unique plan for every believer’s life (Ephesians 2:10) that can make a profound impact on the lives of many. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20)

It is however only as we give our life away to follow God’s plan for our life, (when we live a life that is set apart and consecrated to the LORD), that our lives will bear much fruit for eternity. Jesus Himself said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of what falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honour.” (John 12:24-26)
I will now look at seven areas in relation to living a life which is consecrated to the Lord.
1) THE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING AN INTIMATE WALK WITH THE LORD

Having intimacy with the LORD is a key to remaining strong in our Christian walk. The more time that we spend with the LORD, the more we grow in our love for Him and in our desire to serve Him. Jesus Himself said, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.” (John 14:23) King David also wrote, “Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 37:4) Spending time with the LORD also helps us to get to know Him in a more intimate way, so that we“...know the love of Christ which passes knowledge;” and that we are “...filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:19) Having intimacy in our walk with the LORD is a key to living a consecrated life and to knowing His will for our life. (Ephesians 5:15-17) Meditating on the word of God (Joshua 1:8) and having an active prayer life (1 Thessalonians 5:17) also help us to remain strong and focused when we are going through challenges in life.   
2) THE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING GODLY ASSOCIATIONS

As Christians it is crucial that we choose our friends wisely. To fulfil all that God has planned for our life we need to associate with those who will encourage us in our Christian walk and inspire us to be all that God has planned for our life. The bible says much about the importance of having godly associations and friendships in life. In the book of Proverbs we read, “The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.” (Proverbs 12:26) The Apostle Paul wrote, “Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.”  (1 Corinthians 15:33)
3) BEING CAREFUL WHAT WE MEDITATE AND FOCUS ON

In a world full of temptations and distractions we must be careful what we look at and listen to. The enemy is always looking at finding a way to get Christians to compromise and stumble in their Christian walk. Someone once said, “God put the church in the world but the devil tries to put the world in the church” The Apostle Peter wrote, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9) Meditating on the right things in life is crucial if we are to continually live a consecrated Christian life. The Apostle Paul emphasised the importance of focusing on the right things in life. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy-meditate on these things.” (Philippians 4:8)
4) IF WE LIVE A CONSECRATED CHRISTIAN LIFE OUR LIVES WILL BEAR MUCH ETERNAL FRUIT

God knows the plan that He has for every believer’s life. (Ephesians 2:10) He Himself chose and appointed every believer for a unique plan and purpose and to bear much eternal fruit. Jesus Himself said to His disciples, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.” (John 15:16) As we commit to following His plan for our life, our lives will bear much fruit. 

5) A LIFE OF OBEDIENCE IS THE KEY TO LIVING IN GOD’S BLESSINGS

When we are committed to following the will of God for our life, we put ourselves in the position where we can experience God’s blessings and favour upon our life. However, like in the case of Joseph, who had two dreams of greatness as a youth, (Genesis 37:5-11) there can often be a timing factor involved before we begin to see the doors opening in our life and God’s blessings coming our way. Often like Joseph, we can experience great struggles and trials before we see the breakthroughs in our life, even when we are living a life of obedience. After his two dreams, Joseph was almost immediately sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, (Genesis 37:27-28) was wrongly accused of making advances to his master’s wife (Genesis 39:7-19) and then thrown into jail for several years. (Genesis 39:20) However after 13 years of great trials and unfair treatment, God promoted him from the prison to the palace in one day, to be second in charge in Egypt, with only Pharaoh himself being greater than Joseph. (Genesis 41:37-46) In the book of Isaiah God spoke through the prophet Isaiah to His people, “If you are willing and obedient, You shall eat the good of the land.” (Isaiah 1:19)

6) WE MUST ALWAYS BE READY AND PREPARED FOR THE RETURN OF THE LORD

Living a consecrated Christian life helps us to be always ready for the return of the Lord. Given what is going on in the world at present, how important it is that we are always ready for the return of the Lord. Jesus Himself said, “Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” (Matthew 24:44)

7) WE HAVE ONE LIFE TO STORE UP ETERNAL TREASURES (We must always live with eternity in mind)
We all have just one short life in this body to store up treasures for eternity. It is so important that we redeem the time and make the most of every God given opportunity to help lead people to Christ and to encourage other believers. As we daily choose to live a life devoted to serving the LORD (Galatians 2:20) our lives will bear much eternal fruit. True joy only ever comes from finding and following God’s plan for our life. Jesus Himself said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21) Jesus also said, “For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.” (Matthew 16:27) 
